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Scope 
Any student of legal driving age who intends to drive to school, either on a regular 
basis or occasionally, must comply with the school policy and is required to complete 
the Student Vehicle Application Form and if necessary, ensure the Student Vehicle 
Passenger Permission Form is also completed.  
 
Rationale 
As students reach the age of 17 or 18 and attain their driver's licence, some may 
choose to drive themselves to and from school. It is recognised that this provides 
extra flexibility to the travel arrangements of such students; however, there are 
various safety and legal liability issues that need to be taken into account. 
 
Kerang Christian College has a duty of care for the safety and wellbeing of all 
students while they are attending the College. While some students have reached 
the age of 18 (in Victoria and 17 in New South Wales) and attained their driver's 
licence, the College's duty of care extends equally to all students.  
 
This policy sets out the conditions under which licensed student drivers may be 
permitted to drive to and from school (and school events and functions) and park in 
the immediate proximity of the College. 
 
Driving a motor vehicle carries with it serious legal and social responsibilities, 
especially within our school environment where staff, students, families and 
community members access the school parking areas. 
 
Definitions 
Licensed student drivers refers to students holding current probationary or full licence 
to drive on Victorian or New South Wales roads. 
 
 
What does the research tell us about young drivers? 
While most young drivers try to be careful, safety conscious and considerate when 
driving, it is important to recognise that despite a decline in the number of road 
deaths in Victoria since 1990: 

• road casualty deaths remain the biggest killer of people aged 15-25 

• in their first year of driving, young people are about three times more likely to 
be killed or injured than older, more experienced drivers 

• young drivers aged between 18-25 comprise over 25% of all driver fatalities 
despite representing only 13% of the population.    

 
Why is this the case?  
Relative to older drivers young drivers: 

• are inexperienced (which research shows is the single most important risk 
factor) 

• have poorly developed cognitive and perceptual skills 

• have a tendency to drive more often and for longer distances in all conditions 

• believe that their level of driving skill is much greater than it actually is 

• have a belief in their own invincibility that results in a tendency to take more 
risks, including a propensity not to wear seat belts and to speed  
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• have less well developed hazard-detection skills 

• often drive for reasons of sensation seeking.  

 
Many young drivers rationalise their risk-taking by talking down or avoiding talking 
about the possible outcomes, and blaming outside factors for their driving 
indiscretions.  

 
The fact is that young drivers are:  

‘...just that – young. They are in the midst of a process of freeing themselves 
from their parents and making their way in the world as adults and 
independent beings’.  

From: Enhancing the Safety of Young Drivers: 
A resource for Local Communities, Saferoads, December 2003. 

 
What about young drivers carrying young passengers? 
Travelling with teenage passengers constitutes one of the greatest risks for young 
drivers and, the more passengers, the greater the risk. 

• The fatal crash risk is increased five times when two or more passengers are 
carried. 

• The increased risk with passengers present is greatest when young male 
passengers accompany young male drivers and is thought to be largely the 
result of distraction and increased risk taking. 

• Friends and peers are generally a negative influence on the behaviour of 
young drivers, particularly young male drivers as it is thought there is an 
increased tendency by the young driver to take risks in response to peer 
pressure 

• Distractions caused by social interaction among peers are likely to play a role 
in increasing driver inattentiveness. 

• The mere physical presence of a 16-24 year old passenger is more likely to 
stimulate the driver to engage in risky and anti-social behaviour.  

• A 16-24 year old passenger is more likely to tell the driver to take risks, to 
engage in anti-social driving, and to talk to the driver, than a passenger aged 
55 years or older. 

 
What do young people say about young drivers carrying young passengers? 
Through research programs, young people say: 

• having a young passenger in the car is more likely to stimulate the driver to 
engage in risky and anti- social behaviour, 

• young passengers are more likely to tell the driver to take risks, to engage in 
anti-social driving, and to talk to the driver than older passengers, 

• they do tend to take risks and give the following reasons:  

o peer group pressure  

o the need to impress friends  

o going along with the crowd  

o a need to feel accepted  
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o not being a ‘wuss’  

o a desire to experiment 

• passengers are often unaware that they are having the effect on drivers that 
drivers say passengers are having on them.  

 
Procedures 
Licensed student drivers may drive to and from school (and approved school events 
and functions) on the condition that: 

• A Student Vehicle Application form (see attached) has been completed and 
approved by the Head of Senior School. 

• The vehicle is roadworthy, registered and insured. 

• The vehicle is parked in the designated areas (see attached map) 

• the vehicle remains parked during the school day. 

 
Approved student vehicle applications should be filed in a central location for easy 
access and verification as necessary.  
 
Any variation to the requirement that vehicles remained parked for the duration of the 
school day must be requested in writing and signed by a parent or guardian and 
approved by the Head of Senior School. 
 
No student may be transported as passengers in student vehicles on any school 
activity or function at any time. 
 
No student may be transported as passengers in student vehicles unless permission 
from both the driver's and proposed passenger's parents/guardians has been 
received in writing and approved by the Head of Senior School. To facilitate this 
process, Student Vehicle Passenger Permission Forms must be completed in 
duplicate and signed by the relevant student's parents/guardians, with one copy to be 
filed in a central location and the other copy to remain with the driver. 
 
As specified in the Student Attendance Policy, students shall only be permitted to 
leave school premises during normal school hours where the consent of my parent, 
whether verbal or written, has been provided. Such requirements applies equally to 
student drivers. 
 
Any non-compliance with the conditions detailed within this policy may result in the 
temporary or permanent limitation of his or her vehicle use during the course of the 
school day.  
 
If these requirements are disregarded, parents will be notified and appropriate 
student sanctions will apply. 
 
If the school becomes aware that a student driver has broken road rules or driven in 
an unsafe or irresponsible manner, police will be notified.  
 
The school shall not be responsible for private vehicles brought onto school premises 
or school events. Therefore, such vehicles should be adequately insured by the 
owners against theft, damage and third party claims. 
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Peer Passenger Restriction 
In Victoria, a probationary (P1) driver is not allowed to carry more than one peer 
passenger when driving. The penalties for committing this offence will be three 
demerit points and a fine equal to three penalty units. 
 
A peer passenger is a person who is at least 16 but less than 22 years of age, but 
does not include a person who is the spouse or domestic partner of the P1 
probationary driver or corresponding novice driver or the sibling or step-sibling of the 
P1 probationary driver or corresponding novice driver. 
 
Advertising and promoting the policy 
This policy will be regularly brought to the attention of the school community through: 

• Student year level assemblies 
• The College Newsletter 
• The contract signed by parents/guardians and students of “Correct use of a 

private vehicle by students”  
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Responsibilities 
The Head of Senior School has overall responsibility for the implementation of this 
policy.  
 
Evaluation 
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle. 
 
Related Policies  
Student Attendance Policy  
Student Wellbeing Policy  
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STUDENT VEHICLE APPLICATION 

 
Please return to the  

Head of Senior School 
 
 

 
Student Name: ________________________________________________ 

 
Year Level: ________ 
 
Vehicle Description (Car Make/ Colour) ____________________________  
 
Registration Number: ________________________  
 
Type of Insurance and Company: _________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________  
 
 
I, _____________________________ (student name) agree to abide by all 
the conditions and guidelines of the Kerang Christian College Student Vehicle 
Policy.  
 
Signed: _____________________________ Date: ___________________  
    (Student) 
 

 
 
Signed: _____________________________ Date: ___________________  
    (Parent/ Guardian) 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________ Date: ___________________  
    (Head of Senior School) 
 
☐	 Approved 
☐	 Not Approved 
 
 
Note: A photocopy of the student’s driver licence must be attached to this form.  

Note: If the student intends to drive any car other than the one registered on this 
form, it must also be registered with the school.  

 

98 Wyndham Street, Kerang, Vic 3579  |  p:03 5450 3894  |  f:03 5450 3895  |  e: admin@kccs.vic.edu.au  | w: kccs.vic.edu.au 
 

“Aims to provide a solid foundation for academic excellence and spiritual growth towards authentic Christian living.” 
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STUDENT VEHICLE PASSENGER PERMISSION FORM 
 

Please return to the  
Head of Senior School 

 
 
Student Name: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Year Level: ________ 
 
Vehicle Description (Car Make/ Colour) __________________________________  
 
Registration Number: ________________________  
 
Type of Insurance and Company: ______________________________________  
 
Parent Permission  
I give permission for _______________________________ to drive to school and 
take the passenger indicated on this form. I am aware of the school requirements 
regarding students driving to school.  

Signature of Parent/Guardian: ________________________ Date: ______________  

 
Parent/Guardian of Passenger  
I give permission for ___________________ to be driven to and from school by 
___________________. I am aware of the school requirements regarding students 
driving to school.  

Signature of Parent/Guardian: ________________________ Date: ______________  

 
Student  
I agree to adhere to the school requirements regarding students driving a car to 
school.  

Signature of Student: ______________________________ Date: _______________  

Details of why the student is driving other students: 
 
______________________________________________________________  
 
 
Signed: _____________________________ Date: ___________________  
    (Head of Senior School) 
☐	 Approved 
☐	 Not Approved 

Note: A photocopy of the student’s driver licence must be attached to this form.  
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